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Malawi
by Rikus van Veldhuisen

In Habitat
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Fig. 1:Fig. 1:  Euphorbia dedzanaEuphorbia dedzana P&R856 in Phopo Hill P&R856 in Phopo Hill
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alawi is not so 
often chosen for 
a trip in search 
of succulents, 
as there are not 
many species 

of succulent plants known to grow in 
Malawi and also there are few suit-
able spots for succulent plants to grow. 
Nevertheless there are quite a few very 
beautiful and special euphorbias growing 
in Malawi. So we (your author and Petr 
Pavelka) made a very rewarding trip to 
this little known country in December 
2022.

Euphorbia isacantha Pax is a wide-
spread species found growing in southern 
Tanzania and northern Malawi. �ese 
pictures were taken west of Karonga, 
northern Malawi. Like plants shown 
here most often grow on rocky outcrops, 

Fig. 2 & 3 (left and below):  Euphorbia isacantha 

P&R850 west of Karonga



25Euphorbia World 18(3) 2023

but sometimes also in open wood-
land. It was still very dry when we 
visited the place and plants were 
dehydrated, but anticipating the 
rains already in �ower.

At many places we found a 
Euphorbia related to Euphorbia 
transvaalensis (Euphorbia subgenus 
Chamaesyce section Frondosae 
Bruyns). �is plant is actually very 
common in northern Malawi and 
is referred to as Euphorbia goetzei 
Pax in the Flora Zambesiaca. We 
saw this species also at or near the 
type locality in Tanzania and these 
were very different and smaller 
plants. We came across big plants 
of several meters high, however not 
one was already in �ower.

Fig. 4 & 5 (above and right):  

Euphorbia aff. goetzei P&R848
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High up in the Mafinga Moun-
tains very close to border with Zambia, 
Euphorbia ma�ngensis (Hargr.) Bruyns (syn. 
Monadenium ma�ngense Hargr.) grows be-
tween rocks in full sun. It can be very cold 
here, which gives us a clue of how to grow this 
lovely plant. Most plants just started to grow 
from their big tubers, showing the bright red 
young leaves. We were lucky to �nd a few 
early plants just coming into �ower.

We had reference of Euphorbia inundati-
cola L.C.Leach growing on a hill close to 
Vwaza National Park. We found a good 
population of a spiny Euphorbia on the 
spot (Fig. 1). �e plants were very dehy-
drated, but it is most likely not the plant 
we hoped for, which is known only from 
a small area in Zambia. Although quite far 
away where Euphorbia dedzana L.C.Leach 
originates, we think it is this species.

Fig. 6 & 7 (above and left):  Euphorbia ma�ngensis 

P&R854 in Ma�nga Mountains
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Euphorbia lividiflora L.C.Leach is a very 
interesting species, as presented in our series of 
species from �e Leach Herbarium, Euphorbia 
World 15(2). Near Liwonde we found it growing 
both on open �ats and in dense forest. Here Petr 
Pavelka proudly poses near a small specimen of 
Euphorbia lividi�ora.

On Tundulu Hill in the south of Malawi 
grows a small tree or shrubby spiny Euphorbia. 
�is locality is mentioned in a few articles and 
claimed to be Euphorbia graniticola L.C.Leach, 
known from Mozambique. Despite the fact that 
we must look into this much better, I think it is 
a safe bet to say it is not this species, but most 
likely Euphorbia decliviticola L.C.Leach.

Fig. 9 (below):  Petr Pavelka giving scale to a young plant of  

Euphorbia lividi�ora.

Fig. 8: (right):  Euphorbia dedzana P&R856 in Phopo Hill

Fig. 10 & 11 (above and below):  Euphorbia decliviticola 

on Tundulu Mountains
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 �is little Euphorbia from subgenus Euphorbia 
section Monadenium was found well south of 
Lilongwe in the Dedza Mountains area. It could 
be referred to as Euphorbia neopedunculata Bruyns 
(syn. Monadenium pedunculatum S.Carter). In 
several trips to Tanzania, Zambia and Malawi 
we found many localities with plants looking 
similar which could be referred to as Euphorbia 
neopedunculata. And yet they are di�erent and in 
our opinion not one species. What is for certain 
is that this group of plants is in need of much 
research, both in habitat and on a molecular level. 
Still these are beautiful little gems.

Author’s contact:

rikus@u4ba.nl

Fig. 12 & 13 (right and below):  Euphorbia neopedunculata 

in Dedza Mountains


